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“| like cycling, but it’s just not done/possible here”

“Having a car is a status symbol”

“Cycling is for the Dutch!”

“When | have kids, I’'ll need a car”

“Public transportis just how you get around here”

“We depend on the car”

“They drive like crazy here!”



Mobile Worlds asks:

How can we transcend cultural binaries or singularisms or determinism,
that we use to justify mobility practices we rationally would reject?

“Culture” here understood as a set of norms and values that an individual and/or group uses to (intuitively)
know what is “done” or “not done”. It can be a national, regional, local or subcultural ”culture”, and we
leave quite open what people might determine this to mean for themselves, exactly.

Perhaps “third cultures” and creative methods could help?
“Breaking out of boxes”



Who here has significant experience in more than one culture?



Bridle, J. (2023). Chang, H. (2008). Gandhi, L. (2019). Kwon, J. (2019). Pollock, D. C., Van Reken, R. E., & Pollock, M. V. (2017). Tan, E. C., Wang, K. T., & Cottrell, A. B. (2021). Useem, J., Useem, R., &

Donoghue, J. (1963).
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What if we ask what different cultures we have within each of us, and how they make us think about mobility?

What might points of encounter look like in terms of mobility?
Might we find something unexpected?
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Methodology
— Mobile

Interviews

Walking on roads relatively normalised? What is “safe”? What “can be done”?

11
Blscher, M., Urry, J., & Witchger, K. (Eds.). (2011). Merriman, P. (2014). O’Neill, M., & Roberts, B. (2019).



Methodology
— Workshop

Materials

Carriere, J. (2023). Gauntlett, D. (n.d.). Gerstenblatt, P. (2013). Giri, A. K. (2007). Literat, I. (2013). Pereira, V. R., Coimbra, V. C. C., Cardoso, C. de S., Oliveira, N. A., Vieira, A. C. G., Nobre, M. de O., &
(n.d.

Nino, M. E. L. (n.d.). Rainford, J. (2020). Sgndergaard, E., & Reventlow, S. (2019). Szto, P., Furman, R., & Langer, C. (2005). Vaughan, K. (2005). Yuen, F. (2016).
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Super short introduction

Individual

* Drawing exercise: “Draw your
path from home to work” and
prompts, such as “What s
your favourite transport and
why?” + sharing

Methodology T s havayouhag
— Workshop SNty with (4150 otharsd)
Set-up * Break
 Group

* Futuring - ideal situation
(choosing one path from the
group and re-make it based
on a dominant culture, and
then based on a mixed
culture from the group)

Sharing
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First findings






First findings

* “Other” cultures are very common —more
than “national”

* Urban-rural divide was an important
“cultural” divide

* “Academic” culture came up frequently
during the two academics’ workshops

* More “temporary” cultures, such as
“student” came up as well

* The bike (and walking) came up
frequently

* Cars have not been so dominant, but
among non-academics definitely more

* ldentification with the “cultures” of others
is frequent

16



Preliminary conclusions & next steps

* Alot of “anecdotes” so far
* Quite a positive response to active participation (self-selection...? Not only...)

* Link between mobility and culture not obvious to everyone, but seems to
reflect culture in some ways (e.g. whether you look for comfort, safety, fun,

speed, status, etc.)

* Recognising “cultures” beyond “nationality” among planners (practice and
research)

* Connecting to a different self-understanding via hands-on creative activities

* Work with all ages

* Not so much look for a generally applicable result, but see how differently
such creative methods work among various groups and perhaps trigger one
or a couple of unexpected/unusual ideas

17



Look out for...

* Expert survey
* Workshop invites in Bergen and Porto

* Interview/portrait invites
* The FESTIVAL

and more....!
https://mobileworlds.online
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https://mobileworlds.online/
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Thank you for your attention

Kim Carlotta von Schonfeld

Western Norway University of Applied Sciences


mailto:kimvs@hvl.no
https://mobileworlds.online/
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